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The national workshop entitled “Arsenic Contamination and Sustainable Technological Solutionsin India” was organized jointly by NSHM Faculty of Business and Management Studies, Durgapur (West Bengal) and Save The Environment (STE), a NGO based in Kolkata totally dedicated towards the cause of environmental safety and health. The main objective of the workshop was to bring together world class researchers, scientists, environmentalists, experts and policy makers at one common platform for identifying the environmental challenges caused by arsenic poisoning of groundwater and proposing cost-effective solutions to deal with these problem. The workshop set the stage for understanding the necessity of providing arsenic free drinking water to the rural people of Bardhaman District, West Bengal and for devising plausible technological solutions for the same.
The event was inaugurated with the customary lighting of lamp in the benign presence of the Chief Guest, Shri Sapam Lenin Singh, Group Captain, Indian Air Force. Shri Singh graced the event with his thoughtful words encouraging the culmination of the workshop. Dr. Alok Satsangi, Dean Principal, NSHM School of Business and Management Studies then humbly felicitated the Chief Guest.

The welcome note was addressed by Dr. Arun Upadhyay, Member, and Organizing Committee. Dr Kshipra Misra, President, Save the Environment Foundation and Former Additional Director, DIPAS, DRDO, Delhi was kind enough to introduce STE to all present in the gathering. In her treatise, Dr. Misra detailed the various programs and ventures undertaken by STE to combat arsenic contamination in India, specifically in the rural areas of West Bengal. Dr. Kshipra Misra was then honorably felicitated by Dr. Alok Satsangi.
The welcome session concluded with the delivery of vote of thanks by Professor Mithun Kumar Guha, Organizing Secretary of the workshop and Assistant Professor, NSHM Faculty of Business and Management Studies, followed by recitation of the national anthem.
A high tea break was organized in the campus premises where all the participants got an opportunity for casual discussions centered around the theme of the workshop.
The first session was chaired by Dr. Kalpana Bhargava, Scientist `F’ DRDO and co-chaired by Professor Prabal Chakraborty, Assistant Prof. NSHM. Professor Ayan Bandyopadhyay, Member, Organizing Committee conceded as rapporteur of this session. The first talk was delivered by invited speaker, Prof. Amit Dutta, Professor, Jadavpur University, Kolkata whose lecture focused on the project  `Arsenic Remediation from contaminated ground water: Field trials in Dhapdhapi, South 24 parganas” and  also discussed about the success of that project by involving multiple stakeholders and how in future this type of the project could be replicated in different parts of the country. The second invited talk was a thought provoking oration by Prof. Anupam Debsarkar, Professor, Jadavpur University, Kolkata who provided insights on the waste management while using the aforesaid technogy. The first session drew to a close with the felicitation of Dr. Kalpana Bhargava by Dr. Alok Satsangi.

Post lunch, the second session of Day 1 chaired by Dr. Kshipra Misra and co-chaired by Dr. Gargi  Banerjee, Member, Organizing Committee. Professor Amrita Bhattacharya was rapporteur for the session. 
A few short oral presentations made by various student and other participants.
The third session was the poster presentations, began with Dr Arun Upadhyay as the chairperson, Professor Anita Nandi Barman as the co-chairperson and Professor Dipanita Debas the rapporteur. This session beheld a couple of poster presentations themed around water sustainability, water pollution and remediation, impact of industrial waste on water quality for agriculture and human consumption and development of simple treatment technologies.
Day 2 of the workshop was ennobled by some highly astute invited talks. The first session was gracefully opened by Dr. Razi Anwar, Chairperson, Prof. Sudip Basu, Co-Chairperson and Professor Amit Kumar Banerjee, Rapporteur. The first talk was delivered by Professor Sanjeev Chaudhary, Professor, IIT Powai. The second talk, delivered by Professor Arunava Majumdar, Professor Emeritus, Jadavpur University. Both the lectures were immensely insightful and themed on “Review of arsenic removal technologies from groundwater”. They provided a lot many inputs for arsenic remediation in water.
Session 2 was chaired by Dr Somroop Siddhanta and co-chaired by Professor Mithun Kumar Guha. Rapporteur for the session was Professor Monalisa Dutta. In this session, Dr. Mandira Ghosh, Assistant Professor, Jadavpur University an invited speaker bestowed the audience about “arsenic in rice grain: risks and challenges”.
Both the sessions of Day 2 were followed by certain oral presentations by several other participants.

The final session of the workshop began with Professor Prabal Chakraborty providing glimpses of the workshop, under “Workshop at a Glance”. This was followed by release of souvenir and recommendations by Professor Arunava Majumdar. The valedictory function was conducted by conferring felicitations on winners of oral and poster presentations as well as felicitation of the Management Faculty Members. 
The final curtain on the much successful workshop was drawn with the vote of thanks addressed by Professor Mithun Kumar Guha who, on behalf of the entire fraternity, expressed his gratitude and satisfaction regarding the interactive proceedings and extensive networking that had taken place over two days. Which he hoped would continue moving constructively forward.
